
Jesus on Self-Righteousness and Idolatry 
Matthew 19:16-30 

The Deception of Self-Righteousness (16-20) 

16 And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal 
life?” 

Matthew 19:16 (ESV) 

16 Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we 
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, 
because by works of the law no one will be justified. 

Galatians 2:16 (ESV) 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV) 

17 And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good?  There is only one who is good.  If you 
would enter life, keep the commandments.”  18 He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You 
shall not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness,  19 
Honor your father and mother, and You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  20 The young man said to 
him, “All these I have kept.  What do I still lack?” 

Matthew 17:20 (ESV) 

The Downside of Wealth (21-22) 

21 Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”  22 When the young man heard this he went away 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

Matthew 19:21-22 (ESV) 

10 Those who love money will never have enough.  How meaningless to think that wealth brings true 
happiness!  11 The more you have, the more people come to help you spend it.  So what good is 
wealth—except perhaps to watch it slip through your fingers!  12 People who work hard sleep well, 
whether they eat little or much.  But the rich seldom get a good night’s sleep.  13 There is another 
serious problem I have seen under the sun.  Hoarding riches harms the saver.  14 Money is put into risky 
investments that turn sour, and everything is lost.  In the end, there is nothing left to pass on to one’s 
children.  15 We all come to the end of our lives as naked and empty-handed as on the day we were 
born.  We can’t take our riches with us. 

Ecc.  5:10-15 (NLT) 



The Deliverance Of The Gospel (23-26) 

23 And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the 
kingdom of heaven.  24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 

Matthew 19:23-24 (ESV) 

25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” 26 
But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 

Matthew 19:25-26 (ESV) 

The Deposits of Those Who Serve Jesus (27-30) 

27 Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and followed you.  What then will we have?”  
28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious 
throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  29 
And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for 
my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life.  30 But many who are first will 
be last, and the last first. 

Matthew 19:27-30 (ESV) 

6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free 
Israel and restore our kingdom?” 

Acts 1:6 (NLT) 

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 
break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  21 For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. 

Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV) 

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due 
for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

2 Cor.  5:10 (ESV) 

Self-righteousness leads to death.   God’s righteousness leads to life. 


