
Here Comes the King 
Matthew 21:1-11 

The preparation of the King: Prepare the way! (1-6) 

1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus 
sent two disciples 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied, and a colt with her.  Untie them and bring them to me.  3 If anyone says anything to you, 
you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.”  4 This took place to fulfill what 
was spoken by the prophet, saying 5 “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.  ’” 6 The disciples went and 
did as Jesus had directed them. 

Matthew 21:5-6 (ESV) 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming 
to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.   

Zech. 9:9 (ESV) 

The presentation of the King: Here comes the King! (7-9) 

7 They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them.  8 Most of 
the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on 
the road.  9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to 
the Son of David!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 

Matthew 21:7-9 (ESV) 

37 As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his 
disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, 
38 saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest!” 

Luke 19:37-38 (ESV) 

12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.  
13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 

John 12:12-13 (ESV) 

The perplexion of the King: Who's riding what and why? (10-11) 

10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?”  11 And the 
crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

Matthew 21:10-11 (ESV) 



11 As they heard these things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem, and 
because they supposed that the kingdom of God was   to appear immediately. 

Luke 19:11 (ESV) 

His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 

John 12:16 (ESV) 

And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple.  And when he had looked around at everything, 
as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

Mark 11:11 (ESV) 

The passion of the King: true worshippers and true faith (12-22) 

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.   
Gal.  5:1 (ESV) 

Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could 
not gaze at Moses' face because of its glory, which was being brought to an end. 

2 Cor.  3:7 (ESV) 

And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free 
John 8:32 (ESV) 

Freedom from living for self (humility) 

Freedom from legalistic self-righteousness 

39 And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40 He 
answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 

Luke 19:39-40 (ESV) 

15 It’s true that some are preaching out of jealousy and rivalry.  But others preach about Christ with 
pure motives.  16 They preach because they love me, for they know I have been appointed to defend 
the Good News.  17 Those others do not have pure motives as they preach about Christ.  They preach 
with selfish ambition, not sincerely, intending to make my chains more painful to me.  18 But that 
doesn’t matter.  Whether their motives are false or genuine, the message about Christ is being 
preached either way, so I rejoice.  And I will continue to rejoice. 

Phil 1:15-18 (NLT) 


